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Once there was a squirrel who lived high in a pine 
tree. His name was Marco, and he did not like winter. 
All winter long he waited and waited for the snow to 
go away, as he snuggled deep in his little house in the 
pine tree. 

His friend Lexie, the bunny who lived in a nearby 
burrow could not understand why Marco didn't 
come out to play in the snow. Lexie decided 
that she was going to ask her friend to come 
skating with her. 'Maybe,' she 
thought, 'Marco just hasn't been 
asked to go skating!'  

So Lexie went over to Marco's 
tree and called his name. 
"Marco!" 



She heard no answer. 

She tried again, a little louder this time. "Mar-co!" 

Still, there was no answer from her friend's house.  

Lexie took a deep breath and called 
as loudly as she could "Maaaarco! 
Come out and play!" 

At this, Marco's head peeked out of 
his door, and he looked to see who 
was calling to him. "Lexie! Hello! Aren't 
you freezing in that snow? Maybe 
you should just come and read with 
me by my cozy fireplace. That snow 
looks frigid!" 

"Oh no! This snow is wonderful and soft, and it's so 
pretty with all the sparkling snowflakes!" Lexie replied. 
"You should come with me and we can go skating!" 

Marco looked sceptical. "I'll freeze!" he grumbled. "Why, 
after a single minute in that cold snow I'll be a popsicle."  

Lexie laughed. "Oh no you won't! It's not that cold! And it's 
so fresh and beautiful!" 

Marco looked unconvinced. "It is cold, Lexie! Even if I 
wear 17 layers of clothes, I suspect i'll freeze!" 

"And you also won't be able to move, wearing that many 



layers!" Lexie warned. Then Lexie thought for a moment. 
"Well," she said. "What if we made a big cup of hot 
chocolate? Then you could drink that to warm up!" 

"Hmmm..." Marco considered. "That does sound lovely... I 
really like hot chocolate... Mostly though, I like peanuts. And 
I have lots of peanuts here in my house, so I think i'll just 
stay inside and eat them." 

Lexie sighed. "Marco! You'll be bored silly just sitting there 
eating peanuts for the rest of the winter! Maybe we can 
add peanut butter to the hot chocolate and you can have 
both!" 

"Oh goody!" Marco said, suddenly excited. "That does sound 
delicious! I can almost taste it right now! Creamy hot 
chocolate with peanut butter all in one cup!" Then Marco 
eyed the snow again. "Maybe you could just whip some up 
and deliver it to me here!" he suggested to Lexie.  

"Not a chance!" Lexie replied. "You get on your scarf and 
come on down here." 

Marco disappeared from the 
doorway, and Lexie ran to her 
burrow to make some peanut butter 
hot chocolate. When she got back to 
Marco's pine tree, he was standing in 
his doorway wearing a large green 
scarf. It was wrapped all the way up 
over his head as well, with just his 
eyes peeking out of a little slit. "I'm not 



taking a chance at freezing my ears off." he explained.  

Together they walked to the pond and tied on their 
skates. It was a beautiful day for skating, and Lexie did 
several fun figure 8's, then skated a big lap around the 
pond's edge. Marco watched, shivering. He had to admit 
though, the fresh air did smell delightful, and the sparkling 
snowflakes looked very beautiful.  

"How about some hot chocolate?" Lexie asked him, holding 
out a steaming cupful.  

The hot chocolate was wonderfully foamy on the top, 
and smelled just like his favourite thing in the world. 
Peanuts! Peanut butter and chocolate together! He drank 
the entire cupful in 10 seconds flat.  

"Delicious!" Marco cheered, and then he skated out onto 
he pond to do some figure 8's of his own, warm right 
down to his little paws!  Winter wasn't so bad after all, 
Marco decided. 

 

Hi kids! You can find the recipe for Lexie’s peanut 
butter hot chocolate at:  

http://www.tinytummytales.com/creamy-peanut-butter-hot-chocolate/

http://www.tinytummytales.com/creamy-peanut-butter-hot-chocolate/

